Trouble in the Valley of Achor




But the Israelites acted unfaithfully in regard to the devoted things;
Achan son of Carmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of
Judah, took some of them. So the LORD s anger burned against Israel.

Perhaps he thought :-
It’s only a little garment.
(But one thing led to another.)

No one will miss this from the
rest. (Did he really think that
God couldn’t see?)




Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth Aven to
the east of Bethel, and told them, "Go up and spy out the region."
So the men went up and spied out Ai.
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When they returned to Joshua, they said, "Not all the people will
have to go up against Ai. Send two or three thousand men to take
it and do not weary all the people, for only a few men are there."




So about three thousand men went up;

John 15:5 -individual and together



but they were routed by the men of Ai, who killed about thirty-six of
them. They chased the Israelites from the city gate as far as the stone
quarries and struck them down on the slopes.




At this the hearts of the people melted and became like water.

This was a big set-back for Israel




Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell face down to the ground
before the ark of the LORD, remaining there till evening. The
elders of Israel did the same, and sprinkled dust on their heads.




And Joshua said, "Ah, Sovereign LORD, why did you ever bring this people
across the Jordan to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy
us? If only we had been content to stay on the other side of the Jordan! O
Lord, what can | say, now that Israel has been routed by its enemies? The
Canaanites and the other people of the country will hear about this and
they will surround us and wipe out our name from the earth. What then
will you do for your own great name?"




The LORD said to Joshua, "Stand up! What are you doing down on your
face? Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which |
commanded them to keep. They have taken some of the devoted things;
they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their own
possessions. That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies;
they turn their backs and run because they have been made liable to
destruction. | will not be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever
among you is devoted to destruction.

Why does everybody suffer
because of one man’s sin?




"Go, consecrate the people. Tell them, Consecrate yourselves in
preparation for tomorrow; for this is what the LORD, the God of Israel,
says.. That which is devoted is among you, O Israel. You cannot stand
against your enemies until you remove it.

The only solution




"In the morning, present yourselves tribe by tribe. The tribe that the
LORD takes shall come forward clan by clan; the clan that the LORD
takes shall come forward family by family; and the family that the
LORD takes shall come forward man by man. He who is caught with
the devoted things shall be destroyed by fire, along with all that
belongs to him. He has violated the covenant of the LORD and has
done a disgraceful thing in Israel!"

Revealed in front of everybody!

But since God already knew, why didn’t he
just tell Joshua straight away?




Early the next morning Joshua had Israel come forward by tribes, and
Judah was taken. The clans of Judah came forward, and he took the
Zerahites. He had the clan of the Zerahites come forward by families,

and Zimri was taken.




Joshua had his family come forward man by man, and Achan son
of Carmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of
Judah, was taken.




Then Joshua said to Achan, "My son, give glory to the LORD, the God of
Israel, and give him the praise. Tell me what you have done; do not hide it
from me." Achan replied, "It is true! | have sinned against the LORD, the
God of Israel. This is what | have done.. When | saw in the plunder a
beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge
of gold weighing fifty shekels, | coveted them and took them. They are
hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath.”

Repentance at last?
Too late to avoid the
earthly consequences?




So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent, and there it was,
hidden in his tent, with the silver underneath. They took the things
from the tent, brought them to Joshua and all the Israelites and spread
them out before the LORD.

Full confirmation
(3 witnesses)
God’s word

His confession
See the evidence
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Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the silver,
the robe, the gold wedge, his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys
and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of Achor. Joshua
said, "Why have you brought this trouble on us? The LORD will bring

trouble on you today." Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had
stoned the rest, they burned them.

How much did his family
know?




Over Achan they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to this
day. Then the LORD turned from his fierce anger. Therefore that place

has been called the Val

ey of Achor ever since.

A permanent
reminder and a
warning.




3 events can be linked to this passage

Leviticus 10:1-2 Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron,
each took his censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it and
offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, which he had not
commanded them. And fire came out from before the LORD
and consumed them, and they died before the LORD.




2 Samuel 6:6-7 And when they
came to the threshing floor of
Nacon, Uzzah put out his hand
to the ark of God and took hold
of it, for the oxen

stumbled. And the anger of the
LORD was kindled against
Uzzah, and God struck him
down there because of his
error, and he died there beside
the ark of God.
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Act 5:1-5 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of
property, and with his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself some of the
proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles' feet.




But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and
to keep back for yourself part of the
proceeds of the land? While it remained
unsold, did it not remain your own? And
after it was sold, was it not at your disposal?
Why is it that you have contrived this deed
in your heart? You have not lied to man but
to God.” When Ananias heard these words,
he fell down and breathed his last. And
great fear came upon all who heard of it.

All these events are first offences —a warning



3 verses can be connected to this passage

Numbers 32:23 But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned
against the LORD, and be sure your sin will find you out.




3 verses connected to this passage

Romans 11:22 Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of
God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that
you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off.
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3 verses connected to this passage

Hosea 2:15 There | will give her back her vineyards, and will make
the Valley of Achor a door of hope. There she will respond as in the
days of her youth, as in the day she came up out of Egypt.




Some lessons from Joshua chapter 7

Sin is a very serious matter that can affect others as well as yourself
It has to be dealt with either
1. by facing the consequences on your own.
Or
2. in repentance facing the Saviour

What a contrast between Rahab and Achan!
Faith vs. unbelief and disobedience
Salvation vs. death

Gain vs. loss

A great inheritance vs nothing left.



Psalm 51:

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according
to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.

Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.

For | know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.

Against you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you
judge. Surely | was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother
conceived me.

Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the
inmost place. Cleanse me with hyssop, and | will be clean; wash me,
and | will be whiter than snow.

Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.




Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within
me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from
me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing
spirit, to sustain me. Then | will teach transgressors your ways, and
sinners will turn back to you. Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God
who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.

You do not delight in sacrifice, or | would bring it; you do not take
pleasure in burnt offerings. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; build up the walls of
Jerusalem. Then there will be righteous sacrifices, whole burnt
offerings to delight you; then bulls will be offered on your altar.




